Cover Story:

Five decades ago, the discovery of the X-ray sky opened a new window on the dynamic
aspect of our universe, and has since greatly enhanced our understanding of mysterious
objects like neutron stars and black holes. China launched its first X-ray telescope in June
2017 to map X-ray sources in the Milky Way Galaxy. With a second mission now under
development, which will look deeper at extragalactic transients, and a third one waiting for
selection, Chinese scientists are striving for a great leap forward from a late comer to world
leader in X-ray astronomy.
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